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People are the most important: The spirit of the Review
of the ROC State Reports of the two international human
rights covenants
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“There is growing recognition of the need
for the international community to act for the
protection of vulnerable groups such as the
handicapped, children, women, migrants, victims
of ethnic or racial oppression, or indigenous
populations. If a human rights programme has
any relevance to people, it must be concerned
with the vulnerable, the week, the oppressed, the
exploited. They always tend to be losers and also
those who try to defend their rights and interests
often find themselves standing on the losing side.
We should be concerned with these vulnerable
groups, and we should seek to give them the
benefit of the full protection of the international
community”. So wrote one of the reviewers
of the ROC State Reports, Theo van Boven,
when he was Director of the United Nations
Division of Human Rights in Geneva from 1977

to 1982. He added “Bearing in mind that unjust

HMEHARKSENRE

structures of society, expressed through racism
and racial discrimination, political manipulation,
economic exploitation and social inequalities,
create conditions under which human rights are
denied, it is highly important that such adverse
phenomena be analysed and identified in order
to develop and apply remedial measures. For this
purpose research, education, and information
are indispensable means. It is essential to make
people aware of their civil and political rights as
well as their economic, social and cultural rights,
by way of education and information.”
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The central place of human beings in national
and the world society was emphasized during
the review process of the State Reports on the
two Covenants: The International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
EBI R B RSt & DA R LAY fE R &
EREAK--- TARBUARENBIBRE LK ) DU
RS ik & SCERER B RR Y ) ———RUB S i i
R R K

The State Reports had given a good photo
of the current situation in Taiwan with useful
information and statistical tables, making them
easy to use for those like myself who are not
from Taiwan. The State Reports were followed by
information and examples presented by Taiwanese
non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Many
of the NGOs were present during the review and
highlighted current problems and issues.

B B R S R U T R E BRI R R A
2R B 5 1 ERTEI TR 0 - DU (R 5 g Ak — el
REKEEGEA  EEHE RS AELEER &
ERERE #BRI®K GENIEBUFHER (NGOs)
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The review did not discover new situations. Both
the Government and the NGOs were well aware
of the types of issues which would be discussed,
and most of the observations of the review panels
were comments which could have been written
before the review began. Thus, we must look
for the value of this review in its help to build
awareness in Taiwan both in the Government
and the public of the importance of each
individual. Each individual is to be seen in his
dignity and treated with respect and compassion
— be he a prisoner or a detained, a migrant, a
sexual minority — marginalized, vulnerable,
disadvantaged, dispossessed or deprived. Today’s
world is one which often demonstrates a lack of
solidarity with more freedom of action for the
powerful and the strong.

18 KA FE ANV 25 BUFTHYRE - BURFAIFEEL
JFF LR RT3 B R B T B R A - 3 HL R AR /MR
ZHNE R FAEFERIG ZATE R - K- 3
A B 8 R AR EE - 2B B G EBUA B
NS RVA K EDNGORS e AR S (FPNEE T SR
BRAI R - R C I BRI —— fEdmf2—
ENIE ~ —RE ey &~ — iR R — A DB EE
BB~ R EAL B BME - BRINEES ~ ERTIRSE L
RERME R B - B S FUE R Z EHS - AT
BHEFEEAEZHER-

I believe that the weaknesses of the State
Reports give an indication of the way that
Taiwanese NGOs and academic institutions
can work creatively together. When I first read
the State Reports in December 2012, what I

saw missing was a final section which might
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have been called “Challenges and Responses”.
I mentioned this to some of the officials I met.
While the State Reports are a good photo of the
present, they do not indicate how the Government
is preparing to deal with trends, with social issues
that are already present and that are likely to
grow. The example that I used was migration.
Figures are given in the Government statistics of
the number of migrant workers in Taiwan today
and the issues that arise from marriage, divorce,
home ownership, deportation, domestic labour
etc. However, migration to Taiwan is very likely
to grow, and there is little indication as to how
the Government plans to deal with this increase.
Likewise, the number of Taiwanese working
abroad is likely to grow. I saw no section in
the State Reports on how the human rights of
Taiwanese working abroad are protected or what
proposals for their protection are envisaged. The
human rights aspect of working abroad is crucial
as more Taiwanese work in Mainland China. On
the Mainland, workers are starting to organize to
protest working conditions, standards of housing
of workers etc.

HAAE 38 e AU RES ] FR 5 NG O Jz %5 224
PEBR < T B 2 Al A& TE B A 220 - B 320124
(FHF) 2B —KEEGER G BB R AL
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The trends on the Mainland point to more and
more labour-related protests, and Taiwanese
are likely to be increasingly involved either as
employers or employees. What are the proposals
for the defence of Taiwan workers on the
Mainland?

REECAH BB L5 T I HG

Jé  k B THAEH - HEEAA (T EET B RE S
e UNEEN Z N (EE

The review process also helped Taiwanese
NGOs to come together to discover areas of
common interests. It was also an occasion to see
what groups or types of organizations were not
included in the exchanges. I was impressed by
the large number of Government civil servants
who participated, often well informed, as well
as by the active, and often moving, presentations
by NGOs. Although I may be mistaken as I do
not understand Chinese, I was struck by the
absence of two important categories of speakers:
the organized business community and religious
organizations. Much of human rights efforts
concern conditions of employment, the right
to organize labour unions, the freedom and
regulations on businesses and corporations. |
did not hear strong statements from business
associations or chambers of commerce, but I do
not know how employers are organized in Taiwan.

18 A A AT AR AR - RS A JE B R
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The other gap I felt was in contrast to my
experience as an NGO representative to the United
Nations in Geneva. In Geneva, organizations
with the name of a religion in its title — World
Jewish Congress, Catholic Relief, World Council
of Churches, the Islamic Conference etc — play
leading roles among human rights NGOs. Here
I saw no “Buddhist Relief” or “Daiost Action
Committee”” making statements on human rights
issues. The State Reports list the large number
of religious groups in Taiwan, often with many
temples or churches, yet I heard no human rights
statements from people who looked like monks or
priests and so wondered why.

B By — Bk & B 7 UM R ASEE H P B AU
AL 1538 1 B 5% i o B 1 A AE T 5 R A i
AR - AEH AR A R EA R RE RS - 20157
EEHmtE e REBEFE G - R RAKRE
7 407 T & R LA 5+ A FE BURF A A 0 00 B Y 7
- FEEH BIREEE T EEE  EEITH
ZEG £ ARERE EIFHEEY] - AE s _ 5
HARENRHRERAERE G2 FRISEE |
B A3 BN e 2 B et Ay A 3 R B Y A
RERIEZEI] > AN RE Ry TS AL -

I believe that developing working groups of

people from different Taiwan NGOs around
themes such as migration, domestic violence,
taxation, growing income inequality etc, would
be important. Such working groups should be
as inclusive of views and groups as possible.
Also, as I have mentioned to some of the NGO
representatives, it is important to be in contact
with UN-consultative-status NGOs. The United
Nations cannot “solve” problems nor force the
Taiwan Government to change a policy. However,
we all live in a world society, and we can learn
and help each other. I leave Taiwan after the
review process impressed by the devotion and
energy of the NGOs and the legal community
and hope that we will continue to work together
closely.
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