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Dear Dr. Han:

I know you can understand the fru-
stration here of many of Dr. Kao’s friends
and colleagues, and the point I was trying
to make was not that Communism is not
a danger but that I do not think it is a
danger in Taiwan. The recent visit of
Madame Cheanault even points to people
changing their minds about the possibility
of finding some new kinds of relationships
with the Peoples Republic of China, alth-
ough that is not the issue ia this case. I
want to respect your consciencsa as a Chri-
stian brother.

I know that in the strict interpretation
of the law, Dr. Kao was found guilty.
The fact remains that his guilt was not
one of giving assistance to Mr. Shih but
of failing to betray him to the authorities.
He never met Mr. Shih, and he advised
the intermediary to tell him to give him-
self up to the authorities. A government
that chooses to prosecute a religious leader
for such discretion of conscience is parti-
cularly interested in making that person
an object lesson, and we know the objec-
tions of the government to the. Presbyte-
rian Church over a long period of time. I
know you must be sensitive to pressures
brought by the government on the General
Assembly, on elections, on publications,
and on ecumenical relationships.

Again, as Christians, we have to rem-

- ember the attitude of the Bishop of Digne
in Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables, where
refusal to betray a fugitive was a virtue,
very different from participating in sub-
versive activities or encouraging violence.
Even though Dr. Kao has been convicted,
he is held in very high esteem throughout
the world for his integrity and for being
willing to suffer rather than to cause
suffering to others. We surelyimust regret
the consequences for his wife and his
children and the hardship it also lays on
the church. But we can be proud of him,

Thank you for the photo.
Sincerely,
William J. Nottingham
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Dear Dr. Nottingham:

It surprised me that while you recog-
nized Communism as a danger to the world,
you refused to believe it is a danger in
Taiwan. This statement ignores much
contemporary history of China. The Com-
munist leadership in Peiping have repea-
tedly said they would never dismiss the
use of force to bring Taiwan to submission.
Taiwan is, and always will be, a target of
Communist military invasion and, more
consistently covert subversion. Two weeks
ago, on January 6, at the trial of a young
woman named of Yeh Tao-lai, the court
displayed 20 roles of microfilms containing
Chinese Communist subversive propaga-
nda. She admitted the films were made
in New York under the direction of a
Communist agent named Chang Chao-ching
and were taken to Taiwan at his sugge-
stion hidden in two pairs of sandals.

I know Anna Chennault very well-our
friendship can be traced back to the years
of WWII when she just married Gen.
Chennault. Her statements recently are
made as an American, not as a Chinese
living in Taiwan. I personally witnessed
the tragic results of the “peace talks”
with the Communists during the 1940’s in
China. I find no possibility of entering
into new kinds of relationships with them,
unless of course, we are ready to give up
the very privileges of being a free man.

As a Chinese Christian advocating
peaceful evolution toward democratic id-
eals, I am truly saddened by the case of
Dr. Kao. You mentioned the “objections of
the government to the Presbyterian Chu-
rch.” If this is true, it is not because of
the church’s religious faith but rather
because of its political activities. Immedi
ately after the breakingof deplomatic re-
lations by the United States, at a time
when the nation was temporarily in a
state of shock and uncertainty the church’s
bulletin called for a “new and independent
state” in Taiwan.

I don’t intend to discuss in length the
question of an independent Taiwan, but I
can tell you with confidence that the in-
dependence movement will get no where
simply because it is not the wish of the
Chinese people on both sides of the Taiwan
Strait. What’s more, a declaration of in-
denpence would give the Communists a
perfect excuse for a military invasion.

Sincerely, Han Lih-Wu




