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Committee for Coordination of Service to Displaced Persons in Thailand

e Committee for Coordination of

Service to Displaced Persons in
Thailand (CCSDPT) congratulates

the Taipei Overseas Peace Service (TOPS) on
its 30th Anniversary and would like to express
sincere appreciation for TOPS' membership,

support and service to Burmese refugees since
1997.

CCSDPT comprises 18 international
NGOs and has been providing humanitarian
assistance to refugees from Burma under
agreement the Royal Thai Government Ministry
of Interior since 1984. Between us we support
about 140,000 refugees in 9 camps along
the Thailand-Burma border. TOPS provides
educational support for young children, assists
vulnerable women and elderly people, and
provides assistance to surrounding poor Thai
communities.

Although there are hopes that General
Election in Burma planned for this year will
bring about positive change, the reality is that
until now the human rights situation in Burma’s
border areas continues to worsen and new
refugees continue to arrive in Thailand. It has
been a huge challenge to sustain international
interest, sympathy and support for this
protracted refugee situation over 26 years but
this has been achieved through the combined

efforts of all of the CCSDPT members.

This has put demands on all CCSDPT
members to play a role in raising funds,
coordinating service and advocating on behalf
of the refugees. For the last 13 years TOPS
has been an active and effective member of
CCSDPT, contributing to the overall well-being
of the coordination effort as well as providing
important service to some of the most vulnerable
refugees.

TOPS is one of the smaller members of
CCSDPT, but an NGO with a big heart and a
sincere commitment. It is also one of the few
Asian NGOs bringing support to the refugees
adding an important dimension to our efforts.

Congratulations TOPS on your 30
anniversary and thank you on behalf of
CCSDPT and the displaced persons of Burma.
We look forward to continuing to work with you
in the future.

Vack Dunford
Clairperson

Peace Service
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Thailand Burma Border Consortium

ppy 30th
Anniversary

to TOPS! It

has been a true pleasure

working with TOPS for the past three years

in my role as the Thailand Burma Border
Consortium’s (TBBC) Nutrition Specialist.

For several years now TBBC and TOPS
have been in partnership supporting Burmese
children attending nursery schools in Mae La,
Umpiem Mai and Nupo refugee camps. Without
a competent partner like TOPS working with
the nursery schools in the camps it would be
very difficult for TBBC to assist the schools in
providing food for nutritious lunches and snacks
every day. With chronic malnutrition rates high
in the refugee camps along the Burma border it
is essential that TOPS continue the significant
work that they are doing and help in alleviating
this problem.

TOPS does an excellent job in supporting
the needs of these children and the teachers
that look after them. TOPS provide us with
excellent monitoring reports and always
respond promptly to requests. Every TOPS staff
I have worked with has been very professional,
respectful and friendly —which makes the work
we do more enjoyable and manageable.They
truly are great partners to be working with.

1t is because of TOPS involvement, support
and trainings for teachers that nutritious
lunches are provided every day to the children
attending nursery school and that the children
have a fun and safe place to grow and play with
other children. [ wish TOPS all the best and
hope to see them continuing to celebrate their
efforts and support into the distant future.

Warm widbes,

Peace Service
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Dear Kevin,

On behalf of Communication —Information and Resource Centers of TBBC, I would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate to TOPS in celebration of your 30 years old anniversary.l wish every
vear of TOPS’s working will be the fruitful year with the great outcomes which lead you to achieve

in every goal you have set for.

Wit best regands,
Kasimee Siliapee (Kade)

Commumication - Iformation Officer, TEBC, Banghok Office
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A BEAANGSILYE
Shanti Volunteer Association

ngratulations on your 30th year's anniversary!

When I first arrived at Maesot in April 2007, a team TOPS, the most friendly group of people among
CCSDPT member organizations welcomed warmly. Sam, Yvonne, and Kevin were working together at the
time. We got together officially to discuss common issues about refugee assistance at our office in Mae Sot and
NGO meetings in Bangkok and privately to have lunch/dinner sometimes weekends. Since our culture are close
enough geographically, socially, and historically, I feel very comfortable to communicate with friends of TOPS

among any other NGO friends from western countries. Yes, I am a Asian.

Actually, during chatting with Sam, I realized that this was not my first encounter with TOPS. In 1989,
I had a chance to visit Kao- I Dan Cambodian refugee camp as a staff of Japan International Volunteer
Center(JVC). It was my training opportunity because I was supposed to work for resettlement assistance to
Indochinese refugees in Japan. Among NGOs working in the camp, TCRS already started assistance to the
refugees. I remember JVC also had a good relationship with staff of TCRS and I felt simply happy to see
another Asian NGO working in the same area. Therefore, [ felt like I met an old friend again when I met friends
of TOPS in Maesot.Many Japanese NGOs were born around 1980(Yes, 30th Anniversary!) and many of them
started with Indo-Chinese refugee assistance like TCRS to TOPS. To tell a truth, my current organization,
Shanti Volunteer Association(SVA) is one of them and has experience of changing names twice. We started
with Japan Sotoshu Relief Committee(JSRC, 'sotoshu' is a branch of Japanese Zen Buddhist groups) in 1980,
then, changed to Sotoshu Volunteer Association(SVA) in 1981, and finally, renamed as Shanti Volunteer
Association(SVA, 'shanti’ means 'peace’ in Sanskrit) in 1999. But our organizational fundamental memory is

always living with those struggling people in refugee camps along Thai-Cambodia border.

Time flies like an arrow. What does 30 years make a change for peace around this region? Refugee
problems are still here, just moved East to West (within Thailand) and the needs of assistance is the same way.
While cerebrating our 30th year anniversary, we have to keep this reality in our mind. P of TOPS and S of
SVA indicate the same meaning. To realize 'PEACE' in the world both outside and inside of human beings,

Unfortunately or fortunately, it is true that the world still request our efforts. Maybe a few more decades.

Finally, I sincerely wish TOPS can develop organizational capacity and performance to be able to meet

needs of unknown vulnerable people around this region. Also, hope to keep continuous cooperation with SVA.
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the leader of the Border Green Energy Team (BGET), I

would like to thank TOPS especially Sam Lai, former TOPS

Director, and Watit Hathaipassorn. TOPS and other NGOs

founded our team in 2005. BGET has been working on the renewable

energy projects in remote Thai-Karen villages, 7 refugee camps along
Thailand/Burma border, and Internally Displaced People (IDP) areas in

Burma (for more information about our work please visit www.bget.org).

Not only did help generously supporting management and logistics part of our work in the first three years of
our establishment, TOPS also provided human and technical resources needed to successfully complete our projects
including Thai Solar Home System (SHS) trainings, micro-hydro power for remote villages, renewable energy
trainings in refugee camps, and solar systems for Burmese migrant schools. Our collaboration with TOPS continues
even stronger as partners. Besides its support to BGET’s work, TOPS makes tremendously positive impacts on their
work of community development and educational assistance programs to Thai-Karen villages, refugee camps, and
Burmese migrant communities. The scholarship program to support Karen youths to continue their education up to
college degree helps improve youths’ skill, lift up their living standard, and eventually improve their communities as a

whole.

BGET would like to thank TOPS again or their meaningful and great work and is looking forward to continuing
to work closely together with TOPS to serve the underprivileged along the Thailand/Burma border in the future.
S«'mdy you,

Salinee Tavaraman

Peace Service
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Whom It May Concern,

We would like to congratulate TOPS as they reach their 30th anniversary.

BMWEC has worked with TOPS in the Mae Sot areas of Thailand for more than 5 years in a
number of areas such as child development and nursery training for teachers. We have developed
a very close relationship that has greatly benefited our migrant schools and students. TOPS staff
are very supportive and understanding of the issues that confront us and work with us on a regular

basis.

We truly value our relationship with TOPS and hope it will continue to grow and prosper in
the years ahead. We wish to congratulate TOPS on a job well done so far and wish them all the
best for the future.

Yours Sincerely,
Mas. Plori Rittanachainmedi (Paw Ray)
Chairperson, BMWEC
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e Nursery and Day Care Center in Mae Tao Clinic first

got technical support from TOPS in May 2004 when the

office staff contacted us at our nursery school to provide
us with Early Childhood Development Training for nursery teachers
from May 11 to 15, 2005. In 2006, TOPS supported us with toys for
the nursery and day care children, booklets translated into Karen
and Burmese, and teaching materials for the teachers. In October
2008, a group of students with two teachers from Taiwan came to
visit us to provide playtime activities for child development. The nursery teachers participated

every year in ECD training jointly organized by World Education and BMWEC.

In 2005, TOPS organized a World Refugee Day exhibition and ceremony in Taipei, and
Mae Tao Clinic was invited to join this celebration. When Dr. Cynthia was awarded the Asia
Human Rights and Democracy Award from the Taiwan Foundation for Democracy in 2008, TOPS
supported the visit by organizing meetings with university and government officials in order to
raise awareness of human rights issues in Burma. TOPS has long been a strong supporter of
advocacy efforts on behalf of community based organizations and human rights issues along the

Thai-Burma border.

In addition, since the early 2000s, TOPS has provided support to Mae Tao Clinic for the
improvement of its health information systems. In particular, donation of computers and related
supplies, data training including Microsoft Access training, and technical support in the form of
on-site international volunteers has made a significant impact on the efficiency and accuracy with
which Mae Tao Clinic is now able to document its health information data for its more than 20

departments.

We hope to continue our collaborations with TOPS for a better understanding of early
childhood development and join together in human rights advocacy efforts. We believe there is
great potential in our staff here who provide critical health and child protection service for the
people of Burma. The support from TOPS over the years in building the capacity of our staff has

made a significant impact in our ability to better serve our communities.

Best wiskes,
Da. Cymitbia,, Director of Mae Tao Clinic

Peace Service
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Karen Women Organization
name is Wah Ku Shee.

1 am working for the Karen Women Organization (KWO) based in
Mae Sot branch office. I have been working for KWO since 2002 and it has been 8
years already. I am a member of KWO advocacy team and also working on the Early
Childhood Development (ECD) program. I am responsible for the ECD in TAK
province and working closely with TOPS.

Karen Women Organization

ooooooooooooooooooooooooo

KWO is a community-based organization of Karen women working in development and relief in the refugee camps
on the Thai border and with IDPs (Internally Displaced Persons) and women inside Burma. Since our formation in 1949
we have expanded our focus from one of purely social welfare to try to encourage an awareness of women's rights and to

promote women's participation in the community decision making and political processes.

The Objectives of KWO:

To assist women in the endeavour to be free from all forms of oppression

To promote and empower women in all spheres of life, including education and general living standards
To encourage women to participate in the struggle for freedom, democracy, and equality

To develop women's knowledge,ability and skills, including political and organizational skills

To achieve the rights of women and equal status with men

To promote and maintain Karen culture and traditions

To care for the well-being of girls and children

KWO and TOPS

KWO have been working with TOPS on Early Childhood Development (ECD) in the refugee camps for many years.
TOPS have been our good friend and they are always willing to support us and help us on all basic things such as delivering
stuff'in the camps, fixing our computers and website maintenance with new design (Kevin is expert on it), and providing us

with some administration cost.

We are working together and trying our best for the well being of the refugee children and making sure that the
children received basic education and stay in a safe environment while their parents are working for their living. It is
noticeable that the children are well behaved after attending the nursery school and that they are healthier. This program is

not benefiting only the children but the whole community. It is important that we continue this program.

I would like to thank people who donated money and supporting this program. This is your contribution to help us

achieving our goals and our objectives.

Happos Birthday 10 TOPS's 302 yeans old!1!
Wik K Shee

Peace Service
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